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New Historicism Proposal 

Texts: The Awakening and “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin 

Main idea (working thesis): The deaths of Edna Pontellier and Louise Mallard in Kate 

Chopin’s The Awakening and “The Story of an Hour” reflect the views of society in the 1800s 

that rebellious women were dangerous and instead needed to be docile and obedient, allowing 

their husbands to take charge. There was no place in society for women who wanted to be free 

from the constraints of the patriarchy.  

Potential Paragraph Topics: 

• Kate Chopin’s life/possible motivations for writing the two texts 

• Role of women in society during the late 1800s (probably two paragraphs at least) 

• Focus specifically on Edna and Louise and what they represent, specifically what both of 

their deaths represent 
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